Fiction Books 

Arnosky, Jim.  I’m a Turkey! (32pp.) Scholastic Press, $16.99 (ISBN-13: 978-0-439-90364-6) In spoken-word song with rhyming text, a turkey describes his life in a large flock, always looking out for other creatures that might find him tasty.
Auch, Mary Jane.  The Plot Chickens (32pp.)  Holiday House, $16.95 (ISBN-13: 978-0-8234-2087-2)  Henrietta the chicken loves to read so much that she decides to write a book herself, but she has trouble finding someone to publish a book written by a chicken.  It’s a funny picture book that could be used as a writing lesson.

Cocca-Leffler, Maryann.  Princess K.I.M. and the Lie That Grew (32pp.)  Albert Whitman and Co., $16.99 (ISBN-13: 978-0-8075-4178-4)  Kim lies about her name and claims to that she comes from a royal family, all to impress her new classmates.  She gets herself into real trouble after her classmates beg to meet her grandmother—the QUEEN. Excellent to use with a counseling lesson on telling the truth.
Golding, Theresa Martin.  Abby’s Asthma and the Big Race (32pp.) Albert Whitman & Co., $16.99 (ISBN-13: 978-0-8075-0465-9) Abby is practicing for the big race, but she is worried that her asthma will stop her from winning. This book explains asthma to children in a nonthreatening, easy-to-understand manner. Includes endnote by a pediatrician. 

Holub, Joan. Apple Countdown (32pp.)  Albert Whitman & Co., $16.99 (ISBN-13: 978-0-8075-0398-0) This rhyming text describes a school field trip to an apple orchard, where the students count down all the things they see, from twenty to one.  Kindergarten classes really enjoyed!
Javernick, Ellen.  The Birthday Pet (32pp.) Marshall Cavendish Children, $16.99  (ISBN-13: 978-0-7614-5522-6) Danny can have a pet for his birthday and he knows exactly what he wants, but everyone in his family has a better idea. Young readers will enjoy the rhyming text.
Jules, Jacqueline. Duck for Turkey Day (32pp.) Albert Whitman, $16.99 (ISBN-13: 978-0-8075-1734-5) When Tuyet finds out that her Vietnamese family is having duck rather than turkey for Thanksgiving dinner, she is upset until she finds out that other children in her class did not eat turkey either. Great message for all students, especially ESOL students.

Kimmel, Eric A. The Three Little Tamales (34pp.) Marshall Cavendish Children, $17.99 (ISBN-13: 978-0-7614-5519-6) Excellent addition to collections of fairy tale retellings.  This variation of “The Little Pigs” set in the Southwest, tells of three little tamales escaping from a restaurant before they can be eaten, and setting up homes in the prairie, cornfield, and desert.
Kimmelman, Leslie. Mind Your Manners, Alice Roosevelt! (32pp.)  Peachtree, $16.95 (ISBN-13: 978-1-56145-492-1) This fictionalized account of a very independent girl makes for a great read aloud.  Explains what life was like for Theodore Roosevelt during his political career, with his oldest daughter, Alice, a strong-willed and somewhat wild young woman, who loved to do things that shocked the public, even when she lived in the White House.

McClure, Wendy. The Princess and the Peanut Allergy (32pp.) Albert Whitman & Co., $16.99 (ISBN-13: 978-0-8075-6623-7) Regina must find a solution when she learns her best friend has a peanut allergy and cannot eat Regina’s fabulous planned birthday cake.  Endnote from a pediatric allergist is included.

Spinelli, Eileen. Silly Tilly (32pp.) Marshall Cavendish Children, $16.99 (ISBN-13: 978-0-7614-5525-7) Tilly drives the other barnyard animals crazy with her silliness, but after gruffly telling her to stop, they discover that they miss her old ways.  A good introduction to writing couplets.
Nonfiction Books
Bishop, Nic. Nic Bishop Marsupials (48pp.) Scholastic Nonfiction, $17.99 (ISBN-13: 978-0-439-87758-9) Photographs and text present the diversity, beauty, habits, and life cycles of various marsupials from Australia, including quolls, quokkas, potoroos, and padamelons.  Includes a glossary and index.
Bruno, Elsa Knight. Punctuation Celebration (32pp.) Henry Holt and Co., $17.95 (ISBN-13: 978-0-8050-7973-9) Fourteen fun poems highlight various types of punctuation.  What a fun way to learn new punctuation!

Burleigh, Robert. One Giant Leap (40pp.) Philomel Books, $16.99 (ISBN-13: 978-0-399-23883-3) An illustrated retelling of Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin’s lunar landing in 1969.  The illustrations are quite detailed and lifelike.  Great commemoration of the first Moon landing’s 40th anniversary.
Ketteman, Helen. The Three Little Gators (32pp.) Albert Whitman & Co., $16.99 (ISBN-13: 978-0-8075-7824-7) An adaptation of the “Three Little Pigs” set in an east Texas swamp where three little gators each build a house hoping for protection from the Big-bottomed Boar. Illustrations are vibrant and have great texture.
Lunis, Natalie. Leggy Centipedes (24pp.) Bearport, $15.95 (ISBN-13: 978-1-59716-752-9) Simple nonfiction text with close up pictures introduces readers to physical characteristics, hunting & eating, habitats, and behavior of centipedes.  Excellent examples of text features: Headings, Captions, Labels, Illustrated Glossary, and Index.  Boys will love!

Sill, Cathryn P. About Penguins: A Guide for Children (44pp.) Peachtree, $15.95 (ISBN-13: 978-1-56145-488-4) An introduction to the physical characteristics, behavior, and habitats of penguins. It will work for very primary students, while other students can read the seven-page afterward that contains an informative paragraph to match each illustration. 

Stewart, Melissa. Under the Snow (32pp.) Peachtree, $16.95 (ISBN-13: 978-1-56145-493-8) Describes how different animals survive the long, cold winter months. Wonderful complement to the science curriculum and makes a great read aloud for winter and habitats. 
Wargin, Kathy-Jo. Alfred Nobel: The Man Behind the Peace Prize (32pp.) Sleeping Bear Press, $17.95 (ISBN-13: 978-1-58536-281-3) This picture book biography explores Alfred Nobel’s invention of dynamite and how his feelings about how it was used led him to create the Nobel Prizes.

Reference Books
National Geographic Kids Beginner’s United States Atlas (128pp.) National Geographic, $18.95 (ISBN-13: 978-1-42630-512-2) A beginner’s United States atlas for children ages 6-10 that contains full-color maps highlighting physical features, capitals, towns and cities of each state and includes photographs.  Also includes information on land, water, animals, people, and other points of interest with an index and glossary.
