Questions:  How can I be certain to use information ethically and responsibly?

Answer:  Make sure to follow four principles of information ethics.  Know what questions to ask and anwswer.

The Principles of Information Ethics by Richard J. Severson, 1997, 

Applied to Current Information Issues

· Respect of Intellectual Property - Respect for intellectual property means that we must ask and answer: 

Example:  Is it okay to download music without paying? (grades 5-6)

Example:  To what extent does the creator or publisher of information control the copying and use of that information by others? (grades 7-12, post-secondary )

· Respect for Privacy - Respect for privacy means that one’s personal identity must be protected.  We must ask and answer: 

Example:  Is it okay to look at my classmate’s grades and tell someone else? 

(grades 5-6)

Example:  Is it okay to use someone’s private information (residence, money, health record, books checked out from the library, etc.) without their permission? 

(grades 7-1, post-secondary)

· Fair Representation - Fair representation means one must be able to trust what the seller says the product is and that it will function as advertised.  If not, it is expected that the manufacturer will make it right.

Example:  My new t-shirt tag states that it can be washed in warm or hot water.  I washed it in hot water and it shrank. I think the tag mislead me.  (grades 5-6)

Example:  My cell phone book states that my phone will send text pictures.  I have followed the instructions but I am not able to send text pictures. I think the book/manufacturer mislead me. (grades 7-12, post-secondary).
· Nonmaleficence  -  means doing no harm.  We must never do anything that might contribute to the decline of another person’s life or affairs.  

Example:  Applied to today’s students, nonmaleficence means that it is never OK to use Internet-based social utilities such as e-mail, Facebook, MySpace, or YouTube in ways that can cause harm to others. 

Example:  I snapped a picture with my phone of my friend with mud on his face and posted it on Facebook? Should I care?  (grades 5-6)

Example:  I made a video of the football team party and posted it on YouTube.  Some of the people who were there did not have permission to attend.  Should I care?  (grades 7-12, post-secondary)
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