Middle School Book Recommendations

2009 YALSA Award Books:

Almond, David: The Savage


Blue Baker is writing a story about a wild savage living in the woods…at least he thinks it’s a story.  When realities shift, the reader must discern what really happened.  BBYA  (Mature Readers: the Savage can be very violent)
Anderson, Laurie Halse: Chains 

Slaves Isabel and younger sister Ruthie are sold to harsh loyalist at the beginning of the Revolutionary War.  Isabel must decide to be loyal or spy for the American patriots.  BBYA   

Bartoletti, Susan Campbell: Boy Who Dared


Told through flashbacks, this is a fictionalized biography of a German teenager named Heimuth Hubener, who was imprisoned and executed in 1942 for openly resisting the Nazis.  BBYA

Bodeen, S.A. The Compound. 
 
Eli and his family have lived in the compound for six year.  The world they knew is gone.  Eli’s father built the Compound to keep them safe.  Now, he won’t let them out.  Very, very good thriller.  Quick Picks 
Bradbury, Jennifer: Shift.


Chris and Win, short for Winston, take a bicycle trip across America after graduation, but only one returns and that person is pressured to reveal what happened.   BBYA  

Bunce, Elizabeth: Curse Dark as Gold.


When young Charlotte Miller takes over the family’s woolen mill after her father’s death, she is faced with unexpected debts, catastrophes, and a hidden curse that threatens her family’s future.  BBYA 
Cashore, Kristin: Graceling.


Katsa was born with ability to kill men with her bare hands but can she find moral courage to stand up to evil rulers and fight for what is right?  BBYA, Teens Top Ten (Mature Readers: in the book, Katsa challenges the rules of marriage and instead chooses to have a lover and does bed down with him on two occasions)
Clare, Cassandra: City of Ashes


The second in the Mortal Instruments trilogy, this volume continues the sage of Clary and her best friend Simon as they struggle to find their place in the magical world parallel to their NYC home.  Demon-fighting shadowhunters, vampires, warlocks, werewolves, faeries, and a master villain named Valentine provide a heart-pounding backdrop as Clary uncovers secrets about her past.  Teens Top Ten (Mature Readers: Clary and Jace are sister/brother but their relationship is not.  Although to be fair, this book in the series hints that Jace may not be who he thinks he is but it is still kinda “ewww” to read about their love for each other while they believe to be siblings)

Colfer, Eoin: Airman


Conor Broekhart spends his days dreaming of flying hot air balloons and inventing flying machines until murder and court intrigue sends him to prison and labor in the diamond mines.  BBYA (some language and violence)
Collins, Suzanne: Hunger Games.


Katniss has been providing for her family since her father died, but is she strong enough to win the Hunger Games, a deadly competition that can have only one winner? BBYA, Teens Top Ten (There is a lot of violence but not any worst than on CSI.)

Conner, Leslie: Waiting for Normal.


Left to live in an old trailer under the overhead train track with Mommers, Addie is the child that has to learn to take care of herself.  She almost succeeds. BBYA

Doctorow, Cory: Little Brother.


There’s been another major terrorist attack and the Department of Homeland Security has clamped down big time.  It’s up to Marcus, computer geek, to save everyone from this police state.  BBYA (advanced middle school readers)
Dowd, Siobhan: London Eye Mystery.


When their cousin Salim disappears into thin air during a ride on the London Eye ferris wheel, Ted and his sister Kat try to solve the mystery.  BBYA 

Fields, Terry: My Father’s Son


Kevin's life of high school classes, crushes, basketball, and shuttling between his parents' homes falls apart when his father is arrested as a suspected serial killer, leading Kevin to a new understanding of his family and himself. Quick Picks (some mild language: use of the word da*n)

Fleischman, Sid: Entertainer and the Dybbuk.


The Great Freddie, a second-rate ventriloquist, is inhabited by the spirit of a 12-year-old Jewish boy killed in the Holocaust.  BBYA 
Fukui, Isamu: Truancy and Truancy Origins.


Umasi and Zen, adopted and raised in the life of privilege, are horrified to discover that their father is behind the restrictive policies of their city.  Teens Top Ten (advanced readers)

Gaiman, Neil: Graveyard Book.


This often chilling story describes the life of a boy growing up in a graveyard as he is looked after by ghosts and a mysterious guardian.  BBYA, Teen Top Ten  

George, Jessica Day: Sun and Moon, Ice and Snow.


A woodcutter’s daughter agrees to live with a great white bear after he promises her impoverished family fabulous wealth.  When he disappears, she begins an arduous quest for him.  BBYA  

George, Madeleine: Looks.


Meghan, the invisible fat girl, and Aimee, overlooked and anorexic, form an uneasy alliance to get revenge on a mutual enemy.  An excellent book.  BBYA 
Kern, Peggy. No Way Out. 
 
Bluford High kid desperate for money.  Quick Picks 

Kibuishi, Kazu: Amulet: Book 1: Stone Keeper


Graphic Novel.  Emily and her brother Navin descend into a dark and dangerous world below their great grandfather’s mansion hoping to save their mother, who’s been kidnapped by a large creature with tentacles.  BBYA

Langan, Paul. Schooled. 
 
Bluford boy has NBA dreams.  Quick Picks  

Mancusi, Mari: Gamer Girl.


Struggling to fit in after her parents' divorce sends her from Boston to her grandmother's house in the country, sixteen-year-old Maddy forms a manga club at school and falls in love through an online fantasy game.  (Mature readers: There is language and the fact that Maddy falls in love with a person she meets through an online game)

Marillier, Juliet: Cybele’s Secret.


Paula travels with her merchant father to Istanbul and discovers a world filled with eunuchs, pirates, dervishes, and an entrance to other kingdoms.  This is a sequel to Wildwood Dancing.  BBYA (advanced readers)
Marriott, Zoe: Daughter of the Flames.


Zira bears scars from the battle that left her orphaned and in the care of the Ruan people.  When a tyrant king threatens her home, Zira seeks help from an unlikely romantic interest and uncovers the truth about her past.  Teens Top Ten

McMullan, Margaret: When I Crossed No-Bob.


Twelve-year-old Addy McDonnell struggles to come to terms with her family’s unpleasant legacy and the events happening around her in post-Civil War Mississippi.  BBYA  

McNamee, Graham: Bonechiller.


An ancient demon, intent on satisfying its hunger for human flesh, stalks Danny and his three friends in the brutal cold of backwoods Canada.  BBYA  (very mild sexual talk, scene with Danny and a “problem with his jeans”)

Meyer, Stephenie: Host.


Set in a believable futuristic time when Earth and other worlds have been taken over by the “souls”, this is a story of love, betrayal and compassion.  BBYA  

Millner, Denene and Miller, Mitzi. Hotlanta (Series).
 
Atlanta just got hotter.  Urban fiction with a lot of name-dropping but without the R rated sex and cussing.  Okay book but prefer the Bluford series.  Quick Picks 

Neri, G.: Chess Rumble


A story in free verse poetry in which Marcus, a boy from the inner city who suffers bullying, is grieving his sister's death, and has been labeled a troublemaker finds a way to cope with his anger with the help of an unlikely mentor, who teaches him to play chess. Quick Picks
Padian, Maria: Brett McCarthy: Work in Progress. 
            Eighth-grader Brett McCarthy--once good student and best-friend-to-Diane, now suspended and friendless--faces school and family troubles as she grapples with her redefined life.  BBYA  

Pauley, Kimberly. Sucks to Be Me: The All-True Confessions of Mina Hamilton, Teen Vampire (Maybe).  
It bites when your parents are vampires.  It sucks even more when they make you choose whether you want to join them or not when you have a hard enough time trying to figure out what to wear to prom.  Quick Picks  
Pearson, Mary E.: The Adoration of Jenna Fox. 
  
Jenna Fox wakes from a year-long coma in a future world full of scientific advances and bioethical questions. As her memory begins to return, she has more questions than answers about who she was, and who she is now.  BBYA (Mature readers: There are some language issues with the use of d*ckhead used throughout as well as ethical)
Perez, Marlene: Dead is the New Black.


Everyone in the Giordano family is psychic – except for Daisy.  But that is about to change as Daisy, her sisters, and her mom work to solve the case of a dead girl….who happens to have walked out of the city morgue by herself.  
Schmidt, Gary D. : Trouble. 
  
Henry’s father said Trouble would not find this family. But it did one horrific night, setting off tensions in Blythbury-by-the-Sea. Maybe it had it been there always, just waiting.  BBYA
Schroeder, Lisa. I Heart You, You Haunt Me. 
 
Imagine having your dead boyfriend “living” at your house.  Great read for those romantic’s at heart.  Quick Picks 
Sheth, Kashmira. Keeping Corner. 
 
In India during World War I, twelve-year-old Leela's husband dies, and she is forced to shave her head and keep corner, staying inside her family's house for a year. But instead of wasting her days away, Leela’s discovers education and the power of a man named Gandhi.  BBYA  
Shusterman, Neal. Antsy Does Time. 
 
One simple act – offering dying classmate Gunnar Umlaut a month of his life – takes hold with the entire student body and turns Anthony “Antsy” Bonano’s life upside down. Follows the book titled The Schwa was Here.   BBYA 
Smith, Andrew. Ghost Medicine.
 
The summer that cowboy Troy Stotts turns 17, he and his two best friends band together to fight the trouble that surrounds them by creating a medicine all their own.  BBYA  (some language and content-read before adding)
Smith, Roland. Elephant Run. 
 
Thirteen-year-old Nick is trapped on his father's teak plantation during the Japanese invasion of Burma during 1941 and must find a way to save his father as well as himself. BBYA  
Testa, Dom: Comet’s Curse.


Desperate to save the human race after a comet’s deadly particles devastate the adult population, scientists create a ship that will carry a crew of 251 teenagers to a home in a distant solar system.  
Trondheim, Lewis. Kaput and Zosky. 
 
Two rotten aliens coming to a planet near you bent on mass destruction.  A humorous graphic novel.  Quick Picks 

Varrato, Tony: Fakie.


Alex Miller and his mother have moved from one place to another and changed their identities repeatedly since his testimony put a man in prison, but he really puts himself to the test when he decides to pose as a skateboarder in Virginia Beach. Quick Picks
Venkatraman, Padma. Climbing the Stairs. 
 
When Vidya’s father is seriously injured, her family moves from their progressive home to the household of her conservative relatives, where she must adjust to a new set of expectations. BBYA 
Voorhees, Coert. The Brothers Torres. 
 
Frankie Torres (or Towers depending which side his heritage is viewed) narrates his coming-of-age story of falling for a girl as his idolized brother runs with a group of cholos. BBYA (has some language issues)
Weaver, Will: Saturday Night Dirt.


One night can make a difference at the speedway.  Quick Picks 
Werlin, Nancy. Impossible. 
 
Lucy, 17, discovers the women of her family have been cursed with madness unless they complete three impossible tasks. All have failed. Will Zach's help and her resolve save her?  BBYA  (Lucy does get raped but the scene is no worst than CSI or Law & Order on tv)
Wood, Don: Into the Volcano.


Graphic Novel: While their parents are away doing research, brothers Duffy and Sumo Pugg go with their cousin, Mister Come-and-Go, to Kokalaha Island, where they meet Aunt Lulu and become trapped in an erupting volcano. (BBYA)
Woodson, Jacqueline. After Tupac and D Foster. 
 
The friendship of three girls from very different families fills the emptiness of uncertainty as they struggle with Tupac Shakur's troubles as well as their own. BBYA

Nonfiction
Abel, Jessica, and Soria, Gabriel. Life Sucks. 
 
Vegetarian vampire looks for love.  Quick Picks

Boos, Ben: Swords: an artist’s devotion


Amazing blades with just the right amount of information.  Quick Picks

Comickers Magazine. Comickers Art 2: Create Amazing Manga Characters.


Essential guide for all aspiring manga artist.  Quick Picks 
Engle, Margarita. The Surrender Tree: Poems of Cuba's Struggle for Freedom. 
 
Caves and hidden huts serve as secret hospitals for Rosa as she risks her life nursing the sick and wounded during three wars for Cuba’s independence from 1850-1899.  BBYA
Fleischman, Sid. The Trouble Begins at 8: A Life of Mark Twain in the Wild, Wild West. 
 
Meet the young Samuel Clemens and the coast-to-coast experiences that molded America's most famed humorist and social commentator. BBYA 

Fleming, Candace: Lincolns: a scrapbook look at Abraham and Mary.


A dual biography of Abraham Lincoln and his wife, Mary, using photographs, letters, engravings, and cartoons to look at their childhoods, courtship, marriage, children, and other joys and traumas of their years together, including their deaths.

Horowitz, Anthony and Johnston, Antony. Point Blank: Graphic Novel.


Alex Rider in Full Color.  Quick Picks  
Kuklin, Susan. No Choirboy: Murder, Violence, and Teenagers on Death Row. 
 
Inmates sentenced to death as teenagers give firsthand accounts of life on Death Row and relatives of both victims and prisoners share their experiences in this collection of interviews.  BBYA (some mild language)
Menzel, Peter and D’Aluisio, Faith. What the World Eats. 
 
This book examines the meals of 25 different families from all around the world using lush photographs and health statistics. BBYA  
Nelson, Scott Reynolds. Ain't Nothing But a Man: My Quest to Find the Real John Henry. 
 
Historian Scott Reynolds Nelson chronicles his journeys, both on land and in historical records, to find the truth about the man behind the myth of "John Henry." BBYA 
Shields, Charles J. I Am Scout: The Biography of Harper Lee. 
 
Curious about Harper Lee, author of To Kill a Mockingbird? Finally her story is told; her childhood, success, seclusion and rejection of fame.  BBYA 

Books I didn’t read:

James, Brian: Thief (quick picks)

Kropp, Paul: Behind the Door (quick picks)

Murphy, Pat: Wild Girls (BBYA)

Olsen, Sylvia: Middle Row (Quick Picks)

Schumacher, Julie: Black Box (BBYA, Quick Picks)

Shiraz, Yasmin: Retaliation (Quick Picks)

Snow, Carol: Switch (Quick Picks)

2009-2010 Books to Get

Abbott, Tony: Postcard


Thirteen-year-old Jason finds an old postcard at his recently-deceased grandmother's house that leads him on an adventure blending figures from an old, unfinished detective story with his family's past.
Anderson, Laurie Halse: Wintergirls


Eighteen-year-old Lia comes to terms with her best friend's death from an eating disorder as she struggles with the anorexia and cutting.  (Mature readers only, content may be too intense for younger readers)
Avi: Seer of Shadows


Photographer Horace Carpetine is commissioned to do a portrait for society matron Mrs. Frederick Von Macht; however, the photos evoke both the image and the ghost of the Von Macht's dead daughter, Eleanora, who has returned to seek vengeance on those who killed her.
Baskin, Nora Raleigh: Anything but Typical


Jason, a twelve-year-old autistic boy who wants to become a writer, relates what his life is like as he tries to make sense of his world.  This book will touch your heart while making you see autistic people in another light.  (advanced readers: although I loved this book, the ending can get somewhat confusing as the author jumps back and forth between dreams and reality).
Booraem, Ellen: UnNameables


On an island in whose strict society only useful objects are named and the unnamed are ignored or forbidden, thirteen-year-old Medford encounters an unusual and powerful creature, half-man, half-goat, and together they attempt to bring some changes to the community. (advanced fantasy readers: this book is not for everyone’s taste but for fans of fantasy…it’s right up their alley.)
Burg, Ann E.: All the broken pieces : a novel in verse. 
 
Two years after being airlifted out of Vietnam in 1975, Matt Pin is haunted by the terrible secret he left behind and, now, in a loving adoptive home in the United States, a series of profound events forces him to confront his past.
Clayton, Emma: Roar.


In an overpopulated world where all signs of nature have been obliterated and a wall has been erected to keep out plague-ridden animals, twelve-year-old Mika refuses to believe that his twin sister was killed after being abducted, and continues to search for her in spite of the dangers he faces in doing so. (Advanced readers: world play, the animals are somewhat violent, perfect for those that love science fiction)
Collins, Suzanne: Catching Fire


By winning the annual Hunger Games, District 12 tributes Katniss Everdeen and Peeta Mellark have secured a life of safety and plenty for themselves and their families, but because they won by defying the rules, they unwittingly become the faces of an impending rebellion.  (Violent like the Hunger Games)
Cooney, Caroline B. If the Witness Lied


Siblings Jack, Madison and Smithy work to protect their 2 year old brother Tris from media exploitation and their not-quite-aunt Cheryl.
Davies, Jacqueline: Lost


In 1911 New York, sixteen-year-old Essie Rosenfeld must stop taking care of her irrepressible six-year-old sister when she goes to work at the Triangle Waist Company, where she befriends a missing heiress who is in hiding from her family and who seems to understand the feelings of heartache and grief that Essie is trying desperately to escape. (Advanced Readers: the chapters flip between past and present plus language of the era may be troublesome for readers.  There is also mild cussing)
Davis, Tanita: Mare’s War


Teens Octavia and Tali learn about strength, independence, and courage when they are forced to take a car trip with their grandmother, who tells about growing up Black in 1940s Alabama and serving in Europe during World War II as a member of the Women's Army Corps. (Mature Readers: touches on many social issues such as racial prejudices, sexual assault, and homosexuality in the 1930’s-1940’s era)
Engle, Margarita: Tropical Secrets


Escaping from Nazi Germany to Cuba in 1939, a young Jewish refugee dreams of finding his parents again, befriends a local girl with painful secrets of her own, and discovers that the Nazi darkness is never far away.

Fagan, Deva: Fortune’s Folly


Ever since her mother died and her father lost his shoemaking skills, Fortunata has survived by pretending to tell fortunes, but when she is tricked into telling the fortune of a prince, she is faced with the impossible task of fulfilling her wild prophecy to save her father's life.
Ferrari, Michael: Born to Fly


Bird McGill, an eleven-year-old tomboy obsessed with flying in 1942, withholds judgment while her classmates maintain that new Japanese American student Kenji Fujita is a spy, but she realizes Kenji is just as American as she is when they find evidence of real spy activity during their research for a class project. (perfect for 5th and 6th grade readers)
George, Jessica: Princess of the Midnight Ball

This is a retelling of the tale of twelve princesses who wear out their shoes dancing every night.  It is also the story of Galen, a former soldier now working in the king's gardens, who follows them in hopes of breaking the curse.
Gratz, Alan: Brooklyn Nine


Follows the fortunes of a German immigrant family through nine generations, beginning in 1845, as they experience American life and play baseball.
Green, Tim: Baseball Great


All twelve-year-old Josh wants to do is play baseball but when his father, a minor league pitcher, signs him up for a youth championship team, Josh finds himself embroiled in a situation with potentially illegal consequences.  (although I personally found this book to have too much of a fairy tale ending – it is still sure to be a hit with students, especially boys who love sports)
Hartinger, Brent: Project Sweet Life


When their fathers insist that they get summer jobs, three fifteen-year-old friends in Tacoma, Washington, dedicate their summer vacation to fooling their parents into thinking that they are working, which proves to be even harder than having real jobs would have been.
Hiassen, Carl: Scat


Nick and Marta are both suspicious when their biology teacher, the feared Mrs. Bunny Starch, disappears, and try to uncover the truth despite the police and headmaster's insistence that nothing is wrong.
Jinks, Catherine: Reformed Vampire Support Group.


15-year-old Nina has been stuck for fifty-one years in a boring support group for vampires, and nothing exciting has ever happened to them – until one of them is murdered and the others must try to solve the crime.  (mild language)
Kelly, Jacqueline: Evolution of Calpurnia Tate.


In central Texas in 1899, eleven-year-old Callie Vee Tate is instructed to be a lady by her mother, learns about love from the older three of her six brothers, and studies the natural world with her grandfather, the latter of which leads to an important discovery. (advanced readers will be drawn to this book but it may take a little coaxing for the average readers…very similar to Long Way From Chicago).
Korman, Gordon: Juvie Three.


Gecko, Arjay, and Terence, all in trouble with the law, must find a way to keep their halfway house open in order to stay out of juvenile detention.
McDaniel, Lurlene: Breathless.


A high school diving champion's diagnosis of bone cancer affects not only his life, but those of his best friend, his sister, and his girlfriend. (Mature readers: this book deals with adult issues of Euthanasia, suicide and trusting God).
Nuzum, K.: The Leanin’ Dog.


Eleven-year-old Dessa Dean, mourning the death of her mother, finds an injured dog on her porch, which allows both Dessa and the dog to heal together with a friendship that shapes both of their lives.
Perez, Marlene: Dead is So Last Year.


In the beach town of Nightshade, California, home to both human and supernatural beings, the Giordano sisters find summer employment and uncover mysteries involving doppelgangers and oversized football players.
Philbrick, Rodman: The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg


Homer P. Figg escapes from his wretched foster home in Pine Swamp, Maine, and sets out to find his beloved older brother, Harold, who has been illegally sold into the Union Army.
Prineas, Sarah: Magic Thief

Conn's life is forever changed when he tries to pick the pocket of the wizard Nevery and instead gets a strong jolt of magic, but, instead of punishing the boy, Nevery takes Conn under his wing, teaches him magic, and enlists his help in finding the person responsible for stealing the city's dwindling magic supply. (for lower readers)
Rallison, Janette: My Fair Godmother


High school sophomore Savannah wants to find the perfect prom date after her boyfriend breaks up with her to date her older sister, but when a godmother who is only fair becomes involved, Savannah finds herself in trouble in the Middle Ages, along with a boy who would like to be her charming prince. (there is a scene at the beginning when Savannah is humiliated after losing her top to her swimsuit at a pool party but the scene is tame)
Schroeder, Lisa: Far From You.


A novel-in-verse about sixteen-year-old Ali's reluctant road trip with her stepmother and new baby sister, and the terror that ensues after they end up lost in the snow-covered woods.  (Mature readers: only because there is some cussing and discussion about going all the way with your boyfriend.  However, the message is ultimately a Christian one)
Smith, L.J. Night World vol.1-3& Vampire Diaries vol.1-3

Each volume on Night World contains three stories previously released in the early 1990s.  All of the stories contain a person finding their soul mate – and often that person is a member of the Night World which is a world of vampires, witches, werewolves, shape-shifters and a few humans thrown into the mix.  Each volume of Vampire Diaries contains two books.  These were original published in the 1990’s as well.  Very popular right now due to the Twilight phenomenon  
Stead, Rebecca: When You Reach Me.


As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game show, "The $20,000 Pyramid," a twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of time and space.
Stroud, Jonathan: Heroes of the Valley


Halli Sveinsson, a mischievous young man who does not fit in with his peers and siblings, plays a trick on Ragnor that goes too far, forcing him to embark on a hero's quest in which he will face highway robbers, monsters, an intriguing girl, and truths about his family and the legends he grew up with. (Advanced readers)
Woodson, Jacqueline: Peace, Locomotion.


Through letters to his little sister, who is living in a different foster home, sixth-grader Lonnie, also known as "Locomotion," keeps a record of their lives while they are apart, describing his own foster family, including his foster brother who returns home after losing a leg in the Iraq War.
Wrede, Patricia: Thirteenth Child.


Eighteen-year-old Eff must finally get over believing she is bad luck and accept that her special training in Aphrikan magic, and being the twin of the seventh son of a seventh son, give her extraordinary power to combat magical creatures that threaten settlements on the western frontier.  (advanced readers…the story unfolds slowly with not a lot of action…however, for fans of Fantasy books, this will be a sure hit)
NonFiction

Allen, Thomas: Mr. Lincoln’s High-Tech War: how the North used the telegraph, railroads, surveillance balloons, iron-clads, high-powered weapons, and more to win the Civil War.

Examines how Abraham Lincoln's interest in technology played a role in the outcome of the Civil War; and explains how the telegraph, railroads, surveillance balloons, and other inventions helped the North win the war and rebuild the economy. (advanced readers)
Chaikin, Andrew: Mission Control, this is Apollo: the story of the first voyages to the moon.


Recounts various important events from the history of space exploration, covering the Mercury missions, the voyage of Apollo 17, and more, with illustrations by ex-NASA astronaut Alan Bean, who walked on the moon during the Apollo 12 mission.
Gutman, Dan (editor): Recycle This Book: 100 top children’s book authors tell you how to go green.


A hundred of your favorite authors share their hopes, fears, and questions and reveal the changes they’ve made in their own lives to address one crucial issue: How do we save the planet?
Lange, Karen: Nevermore: a photo-biography of Edgar Allan Poe.


A photographic biography chronicling the life of Romantic author and poet Edgar Allan Poe, with images capturing key moments and phases in his life and highlighting his literary influence. (advanced readers only)
Marrin, Albert: Years of Dust.


Examines the causes of the Dust Bowl, discusses its effects, and provides primary source quotes and photographs.  Beautifully done.
Osborne, Linda Barrett: Traveling the Freedom Road: from slavery and the Civil War through Reconstruction.


Collects accounts from slave narratives, journals, diaries, and other sources to provide a first-person perspective on the antebellum South, the Civil War, and Reconstruction.
Stone, Tanya: Almost Astronauts: 13 women who dared to dream.


Profiles thirteen women who challenged social norms and government policies to prove they could be exceptional astronauts.
Walker, Sally: Written in Bone: Buried lives of Jamestown and Colonial Maryland.


Reports on the work of forensic scientists who are excavating grave sites in James Fort, in Jamestown, Virginia, to understand who lived in the Chesapeake Bay area in the 1600s and 1700s; and uncovers the lives of a teenage boy, a ship's captain, a colonial officer, an African slave girl, and others.
Series Must Haves

Buckley, Michael: Everafter War


After their parents awake from a sleeping spell, Daphne and Sabrina become caught in the middle of a war between the Scarlet Hand and Prince Charming's Everafter army and learn a shocking secret about a deadly enemy.  Book 7 in the Sisters Grimm series. (lower readers)
Choldenko, Gennifer: Al Capone Shines my Shoes.


Sequel to Al Capone Does My Shirts.  Moose Flanagan, who lives on Alcatraz along with his family and the families of the other prison guards, is frightened when he discovers that noted gangster Al Capone, a prisoner there, wants a favor in return for the help that he secretly gave Moose. 
Delaney, Joseph: Clash of the Demons.

Book 6 of the Last Apprentice series.  Tom is reunited with his mother and must return to Greece to face a new and terrible threat from the dark forces, and a momentous decision must be made, causing a serious rift between Tom and the Spook that threatens to separate them forever.

Flanagan, John: Siege of Macindaw.


Book 6 of the Ranger’s Apprentice series.  Will, who has become a protector of his first fief after many years as a Ranger's apprentice, is faced with many challenges when Keren, a renegade knight, takes over Castle Macindaw and forges a secret alliance with Scotti.  Book 7 of the series titled Erak’s Ransom will be published in January.
Haddix, Margaret Peterson: Sent.


This is the second book after Found in the series titled Missing.  Jonah, Katherine, Chip, and Alex find themselves in 1483 at the Tower of London, and discover that Chip and Alex are Prince Edward V and Richard of Shrewsbury, imprisoned by Richard III; but trying to repair history without knowing what is supposed to happen proves challenging.
Horowitz, Anthony: Necropolis.


Book four of the Gatekeepers.  As the power of the evil Nightrise corporation increases, Matt and his Gatekeepers travel to Hong Kong, where they explore the secretive underworld and meet another Gatekeeper named Scar, whose fate will be crucial to the future of the world.
Hunter, Erin: Sunrises.


This is part of the very popular Warriors series and is the sixth book in the Warriors Power of Three set.  When Firestar's grandchildren, Hollyleaf, Lionblaze, and Jayfeather, finally discover who their true parents are, there are dire consequences for ThunderClan and the warrior code.
Hunter, Erin: BlueStar’s Prophecy.


Part of the Warriors series and is part of the Warriors, Super-edition set.  Par this with Code of Clans to help make your series complete.
Kimmel, Elizabeth: Unhappy Medium.


This is the third book in the Suddenly Supernatural series.  Kat accompanies her best friend Jac to a musicians' conference at the Whispering Pines Mountain House, where she works to free the spirit of a dead medium and helps Jac resolve a serious conflict.  This series is great for struggling readers who love a little ghost story.
Lisle, Holly: Silver Door.


This is the second book in the Moon & Sun series.  When Genna is chosen as the Sunrider of prophecy, her destiny is to unite the magic of the sun and the moon for the good of both Nightlings and humans.
Lupica, Mike: Hot Hand.


Part of the Comeback Kids series.  In the wake of his parents' separation, ten-year-old Billy seems to have continual conflicts with his father, who is also his basketball coach, but his quiet, younger brother Ben, a piano prodigy, is having even more trouble adjusting, and only Billy seems to notice.  (this series is perfect for reluctant and low readers)
Patron, Susan: Lucky Breaks.


Sequel to Higher Power of Lucky.  Lucky, having met a potential best friend who was visiting her uncle who lives in Hard Pan, California, devises a plan to get the young girl back to the town.
Patterson, James: Watch the Skies

A dangerous outlaw arrives in the small town of Holliswood, where everything seems perfect, with the intention of documenting the chaos and destruction he hopes to cause, and Daniel X attempts to stop the powerful villain with a hand-picked team.  3rd book in the Daniel X series.
Perez, Marlene: Dead is a State of Mind


Sequel to Dead is the New Black.  When a gorgeous new student's prediction that a teacher will be murdered comes true, seventeen-year-old Daisy is determined to solve the crime, but when all signs point to the killer being a werewolf, she fears she is in over her head.
Riordan, Rick: Last Olympian.


Book five in the very popular Percy Jackson. The long-awaited prophecy surrounding Percy Jackson's sixteenth birthday unfolds as he leads an army of young demigods to stop Kronos in his advance on New York City, while the Olympians struggle to contain the rampaging monster, Typhon.  Companion book titled Demigod Files is also good to purchase for those readers who can’t get enough.
Sage, Angie: Syren

Book five in the Septimus Heap series.  Wolf Boy is sent on a Task by Aunt Zelda, while Septimus and the dragon, Spit Fyre, fly off to bring their friends home, but they all wind up on an island whose secrets are as dangerous as its inhabitants.
Van Draanen, Wendelin: Sammy Keys and the Cold Hard Cash.


Thirteen-year-old Sammy meets a mysterious man who dies of a heart attack after telling her to get rid of the large amount of money he is carrying, leading her to investigate who the man was and how he came to be carrying so much cash.
Scott, Michael: Sorceress.


This is the third book in the Immortal Secrets of Nicholas Flamel series.  While armies of the Shadowrealms gather and Machiavelli goes to Alcatraz to kill Perenelle Flamel, fifteen-year-old twins Sophie and Josh Newman accompany the Alchemist to England to seek Gilgamesh.
