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Non-Fiction

Cook, Michelle.  Our Children Can Soar.  Bloomsbury.  (ISBN-13: 978-1599904184) $16.99 (Gr. PreK-3)  Subjects: Social Studies, Language Arts

A unique picture book that is part historical, part poetry, and entirely inspirational. It takes the reader through the cumulative story of the US Civil Rights Movement.

Edens, Cooper.  Classic Western Stories.  Chronicle.  (ISBN-13: 978-0811863254) $19.99 (Gr. PreK-2)  Subjects: Social Studies, Poetry, Western Art, Music

These stirring stories and songs are sure to absorb and entertain, introducing to readers of all ages the spirit and lasting power of the American West.
Floca, Brian.  Moonshot.  Atheneum.  (ISBN-13: 978-1416950462) $17.99 (Gr. PreK-2)  Subjects: Social Studies, Science (Technical, Outer Space)

Simply told, grandly shown, here is the flight of Apollo 11.  Here is a story of adventure and discovery -- a story of leaving and returning during the summer of 1969, and a story of home, seen whole, from far away.
George, Jean Craighead.  Pocket Guide to the Outdoors.  Dutton.  (ISBN-13: 978-0525421634) $9.99 (Gr. 4-6) Subject: Science (Natural)

In celebration of the 50th anniversary of George's acclaimed "My Side of the Mountain," this easy-to-follow guide to the outdoors is packed with activities, naturalist trivia, and practical wilderness tips.
Jackson, Donna M.  Extreme Scientists.  Houghton Mifflin.  (ISBN-13: 978-0618777068) $18.00 (Gr. 3-7) Subjects: Science (Natural, Technical)

Welcome to the work and worlds of extreme scientists. From hurricanes to caves to the crowns of towering redwoods, these scientists battle some of the earth’s most intense conditions in order to save lives, preserve species, and help us to better understand the way our planet works.
Jenkins, Steve.  Down, Down, Down.  Houghton Mifflin.   (ISBN-13: 978-0618966363) $17.00 (Gr. PreK-2)  Subject: Science (Natural)
Caldecott Honor-winning Steve Jenkins provides a top-to-bottom look at the ocean, from birds and waves to thermal vents and ooze. Half the earth's surface is covered by water more than a mile deep, but most of this watery world is a mystery to us.
Lewis, J. Patrick.  Spot the Plot.  Lynn Munsinger, illus.  Chronicle.  (ISBN-13: 978-0811846684) $15.99 (Gr. 4-6)  Subject: Language Arts

Thirteen witty and wacky poems pose riddles that challenge readers to 'Name That Book.' With a glass slipper here and a spiderweb there, Munsinger's illustrations lead young readers to the solutions. From Goodnight Moon to Madeline, children and parents alike will delight in recognizing their most cherished stories.
Lewis, J. Patrick.  Underwear Salesman.  Serge Block, illus.  Atheneum.  (ISBN-13: 978-0689853258) $16.99 (Gr. 2-5)  Subjects: Social Studies, Guidance

Have you ever talked at length with an exterminator? Or had a heart-to-heart with an ice sculptor? Or waxed philosophical with an acrobat? No? Well, look inside.
Markle, Sandra.  Animals Marco Polo Saw.  Daniela Jaglenka Terrazzini, illus.   Chronicle.  (ISBN-13: 978-0811850513) $16.99 (Gr. 2-5)  Subjects: Social Studies, Science (Natural)
Animals Marco Polo Saw' brings to life the amazing, exotic animals Marco Polo encountered during his explorations in Asia, how the animals sometimes affected the outcome of the journey, and even helped the explorer survive.
McGinty, Alice B.  Darwin.  Mary Azarian, illus.  Houghton Mifflin.  (ISBN-13: 978-0618995318) $18.00 (Gr. 1-4) Subjects: Science (Natural), Social Studies

Filled with the fascinating words of Charles Darwin and pictures by a Caldecott Medalist, this splendidly illustrated account invites readers into the private thoughts, hopes, and fears of a soul who forever changed the way the world is seen. 

Rohmer, Harriet.  Heroes of the Environment.  Julie McLaughlin, illus.  Chronicle.  (ISBN-13: 9780811867795) $16.99 (Gr. 4-6)  Subject: Science (Natural), Biographies

This inspiring book presents the true stories of 12 people from across North America who have done great things for the environment. Heroes include a teenage girl who figured out how to remove an industrial pollutant from the Ohio River, a Mexican superstar wrestler who works to protect turtles and whales, and a teenage boy from Rhode Island who helped his community and his state develop effective e-waste recycling programs.

Rubel, David.  If I Had a Hammer.  Candlewick.  (ISBN-13: 978-0763647018) $19.99 (Gr. 5-8)  Subject: Social Studies

For a quarter-century in over ninety countries, Habitat for Humanity has built homes with and for the people who need them, aided by more than a million multigenerational volunteers. Two of the most devoted are former president Jimmy Carter and his wife, Rosalynn and now this captivating account, abundantly illustrated with photos, relays their favorite stories with special resonance for young readers.

Sandler, Martin W.  Dust Bowl Through the Lens.  Walker.  (ISBN-13: 978-0802795489) $20.89 (Gr. 5+) Subject: Social Studies

With the help of iconic photographs from the Dust Bowl from Dorothea Lange, Walker Evans, Arthur Rothstein, and many others, the author of "Lincoln Through the Lens" tells the story of a nation as it endured its darkest days and the extraordinary courage and spirit of those who survived.
Stone, Tanya Lee.  Almost Astronauts.  Candlewick.  (ISBN-13: 978-0763636111) $24.99 

(Gr. 5-7)  Subjects: Science (Technical, Outer Space), Social Studies

When America created NASA in 1958, there was another unspoken rule: you had to be a man. Here is the tale of thirteen women who proved that they were not only as tough as the toughest man but also brave enough to challenge the government.
Taylor-Butler, Christine.  Sacred Mountain Everest.  Lee & Low.  (ISBN-13: 978-1600602559)  $19.95 (Gr. 2-7)  Subject: Social Studies, Science (Natural)

A photo-essay exploring the cultural, geological, and ecological history of Mount Everest, focusing on the indigenous Sherpa and their spiritual connection to the mountain, record-setting climbing expeditions, and the effects of tourism on the environment.
Warren, Andrea.  Under Siege!  Farrar, Straus & Giroux.  (ISBN-13: 978-0374312558) $21.95 (Gr. 6-9)  Subjects: Social Studies

Period photographs, engravings, and maps extend this dramatic story as award-winning author Andrea Warren re-creates one of the most important Civil War battles through the eyes of ordinary townspeople, officers and enlisted men from both sides, and, above all, three brave children who were there.
Weitzman, David.  Pharaoh’s Boat.  Houghton Mifflin.  (ISBN-13: 978-0547053417) $18.00 (Gr. 3-7)  Subjects: Social Studies, Science (Technical), Language Arts

With poetic language and striking illustrations, Weitzman tells the story of how one of the greatest boats of ancient Egypt came to be built and built again.
Picture Books

Brown, Peter.  Curious Garden.  Little, Brown.  (ISBN-13: 978-0316015479) $16.99 

(Gr. PreK-1)  Subjects: Nature, Gardening, Environmentalism

While out exploring one day, a little boy named Liam discovers a struggling garden and decides to take care of it. As time passes, the garden spreads throughout the dark, gray city, transforming it into a lush, green world.
Crum, Shutta.  Thunder-Boomer!  Carol Thompson, illus.  Clarion.  (ISBN-13: 978-0618618651) $16.00 (Gr. PreK-2)  Subjects: Weather, Storms, Poetry, Farm Life

A summer storm brings relief from the heat and a surprise to a farm family.  Colorful descriptions of the storm are accompanied by lots of playful sound effects, making this free-verse poem perfect for reading aloud.
Gerstein, Mordicai.  A Book.  Roaring Brook.  (ISBN-13: 978-1596432512) $16.95 (Gr. 2-4) Subjects: Literature, Creative Writing

Once upon a time there was a family who lived in a book. All but the youngest had stories they belonged to--fighting fires, exploring space, entertaining in the circus--but she didn't have one yet.  

Kajikawa, Kimiko.  Tsunami!  Ed Young, illus.  Philomel.  (ISBN-13: 978-0399250064) $16.99 (Gr. PreK-K)  Subjects: Weather, Natural Disasters, Storms

Illustrated in stunning collage by Caldecott winner Young, here is the unforgettable story of how one man's simple sacrifice saves hundreds of lives, in this extraordinary celebration of both the power of nature and the power each individual holds within.
Keane, Dave.  Sloppy Joe.  Denise Brunkus, illus.  HarperCollins.  (ISBN-13: 978-0061710209) $16.99  (Gr. PreK-2)  Subject: Self-acceptance

When it comes to being messy, Sloppy Joe is a pro! He slurps, spills, slouches, talks with his mouth full, and never, ever tucks in his shirt. But being messy has its challenges. So Sloppy Joe sets out to become Neat Joe, only to learn that being messy is a part of who he is—and his family loves him for it!
Kimmel, Eric A.  Three Little Tamales.  Valeria Docampo, illus.  Marshall Cavendish.  (ISBN-13: 978-0761455196)  $17.99  (Gr. PreK-2) Subjects: Retold Tales, Spanish, Multiculturalism

Tía Lupe and Tío José and their taquería in Texas are back, and this time Tía Lupe is making her famous tamales in this “Three Little Pigs” takeoff.
Lucas, David.  Something to Do.  Philomel.  (ISBN-13: 978-0399252471) $14.99 (Gr. PreK-2) Subject: Art

Big Bear and Little Bear want to find something to do. So they head out for a walk in the great white open—yet still, nothing. But when one of them picks up a stick, snaps it in half, and starts to draw a landscape, they realize that the only limit to what they can do is their imagination.
Long, Loren.  Otis.  Philomel.  (ISBN-13: 978-0399252488) $17.99 (Gr. PreK-2) Subject: Farm Life
Otis is a special tractor. He loves his farmer and he loves to work. And he loves the little calf in the next stall, whom he purrs to sleep with his soft motor. In fact, the two become great friends: they play in the fields, leap hay bales, and play ring-around-the-rosy by Mud Pond.
Marlow, Layn.  Hurry Up and Slow Down.  Holiday House.  (ISBN-13: 978-0823421787) $16.95 (Gr. PreK-2)  Subjects: Literature, Retold Tales, Aging

As Hare races through the day, Tortoise can barely keep up. But when it's time to bounce into bed, Hare is no longer in such a hurry. Hare loves to linger over their favorite book in this bedtime story about an energetic youth, a patient caretaker, and a good book.
Oldland, Nicholas.  Big Bear Hug.  Kids Can.  (ISBN-13: 978-1554534647) $16.95 (Gr. PreK-2) Subject: Fables

A huge bear is wandering through the forest - but wait a minute! Who's that he's hugging?  Welcome to the world of Big Bear Hug, a contemporary fable about a bear who has an appetite for hugging everything in sight - even creatures that bears have been known to eat.
Paul, Ann Whitford.  Tortuga in Trouble.  Ethan Long, illus.  Holiday House.  (ISBN-13: 978-0823421800) $16.95 (Gr. PreK-2)  Subjects: Retold Tales, Spanish, Multiculturalism

Tortuga is bringing a delicious supper to his abuela of ensalada, tamales, and flan. No wonder his amigos--Iguana, Conejo, and Culebra--are following him. But they aren't the only ones after the tortoise. Coyote has his own dinner plans for Tortuga and his grandmother.
Rylant, Cynthia.  All in a Day.  Nikki McClure, illus.  Abrams.  (ISBN-13: 978-0810983212) $17.95 (Gr. PreK-2)  Subject: Environmentalism

This lovely book illuminates all the possibilities a day offers—the opportunities and chances that won’t ever come again—and also delivers a gentle message of good stewardship of our planet.
Sakai, Komako.  Snow Day.  Arthur A. Levine.  (ISBN-13: 978-0545013215) $16.99 

(Gr. PreK-K)  Subject: Weather

A young bunny wakes up to wonderful news: a snow day! School is canceled, and the morning and afternoon that follow are full of the games and excitement of snow. But the weather brings bad news as well, as his father is stranded in a faraway city.
Schertle, Alice.  Button Up!  Petra Mathers, illus.  Harcourt.  (ISBN-13: 978-0152050504) $16.00 (Gr. PreK-2)  Subject: Clothing

Did you actually think shoes, jackets, and hats didn't have personalities? Think again! The outfits in this book are brought to vivid life by wry poetry and an exuberant cast of young animal characters.
Sidman, Joyce.  Red Sings From Treetops.  Pamela Zagarenski, illus.  Houghton Mifflin.  (ISBN-13: 978-0547014944)  $16.00 (Gr. K-3)  Subjects: Seasons, Five Senses

With original and spot-on perceptions, Joyce Sidman brings the colors of the seasons to life in a fresh light, combining the senses of sight, sound, smell and taste.
Thomas, Jan.  Rhyming Dust Bunnies.  Atheneum.  (ISBN-13: 978-1416979760) $12.99 (Gr. PreK-K)  Subject:  Poetry

As three dust bunnies, Ed, Ned, and Ted, are demonstrating how much they love to rhyme, a fourth, Bob, is trying to warn them of approaching danger.

Junior Fiction

Baskin, Nora Raleigh.  Anything But Typical.  Simon & Schuster.  (ISBN-13: 978-1416963783) $15.99 (Gr. 5-9)  Subject: Autism

Jason Blake is an autistic 12-year-old living in a neurotypical world. Most days it's just a matter of time before something goes wrong. But Jason finds a glimmer of understanding when he comes across PhoenixBird, who posts stories to the same online site as he does. Jason can be himself when he writes and he thinks that PhoneixBird-her name is Rebecca-could be his first real friend.
Choldenko, Gennifer.  Al Capone Shines My Shoes.  Dial.  (ISBN-13: 978-0803734609) $17.99 (Gr. 5+)  Subjects: History (1930’s), Crime, Alcatraz, Family Life

It's 1935. Moose Flanagan lives on Alcatraz with his family, the other families of the guards, and a few hundred no-name hit men, con men, mad dog murderers and a handful of bank robbers too. And one of those cons has just done him a big favor.
Corbett, Sue.  Last Newspaper Boy in America.  Dutton.  (ISBN-13: 978-0525422051) $16.99 (Gr. 3-7)  Subject: Modern Life, Newspapers

With physics, his clueless brother, and a neighbor girl on his side, Wil fights to save his paper route. Along the way he just might unravel a carnival mystery, expose a con artist, rescue his little town, and become a big hero.
Fleischman, Sid.  Dream Stealer.  Peter Sis, illus. HarperCollins.  (ISBN-13: 978-0061755637) $16.99 Subjects: Magic, Dreams

Filled with intrigue, magic, and adventure, Fleishman's latest novel tells the story of a young girl who is determined to finish a dream and tracks down the elusive Dream Stealer.
Gratz, Alan M.  Brooklyn Nine.  Dial.  (ISBN-13: 978-0803732247) $16.99 (Gr. 4-6) Subjects: History (Modern), Baseball

In nine innings, this novel tells the stories of nine successive Schneider kids and their connection to Brooklyn and baseball. As in all family histories and all baseball games, there is glory and heartache, triumph and sacrifice. And it ain’t over till it’s over.
Helgerson, Joseph.  Crows & Cards.  Houghton Mifflin.  (ISBN-13: 978-0618883950) $16.00 (Gr. 3-7)  Subjects: History (American Old West), Slavery

 Hearing the beat of a different drummer, Zeb takes up with a riverboat gambler who has some special plans for him, crosses paths with a slave who turns out to be a better friend than cook, and learns that some Indian medicine men can see even though blind. And then there’s the Brotherhood—the one that Zeb can’t seem to get out of.
Kelly, Jacqueline.  Evolution of Calpurnia Tate.  Henry Holt.  (ISBN-13: 978-0805088410) $16.99 (Gr. 5-8)  Subjects: History (1900’s), Science (Evolution), Family Life

As eleven-year-old Callie explores the natural world around her, she develops a close relationship with her grandfather, navigates the dangers of living with six brothers, and comes up against just what it means to be a girl at the turn of the century. 
Klise, Kate.  43 Old Cemetery Road: Dying to Meet You.  M. Sarah Klise, illus.  Harcourt.  (ISBN-13: 978-0152057275) $15.00 (Gr. 4-6)  Subjects: Creative Writing, Horror

Ignatius B. Grumply moves into the Victorian mansion at 43 Old Cemetery Road hoping to find some peace and quiet so he can crack a wicked case of writer's block. But 43 Old Cemetery Road is already occupied by eleven-year-old Seymour, his cat Shadow, and an irritable ghost named Olive.
LaFleur, Suzanne.  Love, Aubrey.  Wendy Lamb.  (ISBN-13: 978-0385737746) $15.99 (Gr. 4-9) Subjects: Death, Grief

A tragic accident has turned eleven-year-old Aubrey’s world upside down.  Writing letters is the only thing that feels right to Aubrey, even if no one ever reads them.
Leal, Ann Haywood.  Also Known as Harper.  Henry Holt.  (ISBN-13: 978-0805088816) $16.99 (Gr. 4-6)  Subjects: Homelessness, Alcoholism, Creative Writing

Harper Lee Morgan is an aspiring poet, which isn’t surprising, seeing as how she’s named after her mama’s favorite writer, Harper Lee. And life is giving her a lot to write about just now. Daddy up and walked out, leaving them broke. Then Harper’s family gets evicted.
Peck, Richard.  A Season of Gifts.  Dial.  (ISBN-13: 978-0803730823) $16.99 (Gr. 5+) Subjects: History (1950’s), Kindness, Family Life

It is now 1958, and a new family has moved in next door to Mrs. Dowdel: a Methodist minister and his wife and kids. Soon Mrs. Dowdel will work her particular brand of charm—or medicine, depending on who you’re asking—on all of them: ten-year old Bob, who is shy on courage in a town full of bullies; his two fascinating sisters; and even Bob’s two parents, who are amazed to discover that the last house in town might also be the most vital.
Stead, Rebecca.  When You Reach Me.  Wendy Lamb.  (ISBN-13: 978-0385737425) $15.99 (Gr 4-9)  Subjects: Friendship, Literature, Family Life

Shortly after sixth-grader Miranda and her best friend Sal part ways, for some inexplicable reason her once familiar world turns upside down. Maybe it's because she's caught up in reading A Wrinkle in Time and trying to understand time travel, or perhaps it's because she's been receiving mysterious notes which accurately predict the future.
Whelan, Gloria.  After the Train.  HarperCollins.  (ISBN-13: 978-0060295967) $15.99 (Gr. 5-8)  

Subjects: History (Holocaust, 1950’s), Judaism

Growing up in Germany in the 1950s, Peter is tired of his eighth-grade teacher droning on about the evils of anti-Semitism and all the bad things the Nazis did. Then he discovers that he is adopted and that his birth mother was Jewish and died in a concentration camp.
Woodson, Jacqueline.  Peace, Locomotion.  Putnam.  (ISBN-13: 978-0399246555) $15.99 (Gr. 4-6)  Subjects: Foster Children, Creative Writing

Twelve-year-old Lonnie is finally feeling at home with his foster family. But because he’s living apart from his little sister, Lili, he decides it’s his job to be the “rememberer”—and write down everything that happens while they’re growing up. Lonnie’s musings are bittersweet; he’s happy that he and Lili have new families, but though his new family brings him joy, it also brings new worries. 
