For Immediate Release

April 11, 2005
Dear Editor:

April is Kansas School Library Media Month as proclaimed by Governor Kathleen Sebelius on April 4, 2005!

We are very fortunate in USD 320 because we have licensed library media specialists in each of our school buildings:  one who serves half-time at each Central and West and one full-time library media specialist each in our middle and high schools. These are cost effective ways of improving student achievement--a goal we all share.

Research shows there is a direct correlation between high quality school library media programs and student achievement. In fact, the highest achieving students come from schools with good library media centers having full-time, licensed media specialists. Dollars talk here. Spending for school library programs is the single most important variable related to better student achievement.

"School libraries help teachers teach and children learn," noted First Lady Laura Bush, a former public school teacher and librarian, when convening the White House Conference on Children and Libraries in June of 2002 . "Children and teachers need library resources--especially books--and the expertise of a librarian to succeed. Books, information technology, and school librarians who are part of the schools' professional team are basic ingredients for student achievement," Mrs. Bush said.

Parents and community members, continue to encourage your schools to provide up-to-date collections, a variety of resource formats, and a full-time licensed library media specialist in every building. While Internet access is very important to connect to the wider world community, children still require books for learning. Research has shown that the larger the library collection, the more students read. The better the library staffing, the more students read and achieve.  Kansas Students A+chieve Because of Great School Libraries!

Sincerely,

USD 320 Library Media Specialists:

Joanie Doperalski, Central and West Elementary Schools

Ruth Prescott, Wamego Middle School

Nancy McFarlin, Wamego High School

