April is Kansas School Library Media Month!
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What School Libraries and Library Media Specialists Do for Kansas Kids
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School library media programs are KEY to student achievement.


Kansas School Library Media Centers:

1) Insure that students have information and technology literacy skills.

2) Provide opportunities for students to develop lifelong reading behaviors.

3) Provide equal access to current print and digital information sources.

4) Are dynamic, rather than passive, agents of learning, engaging students in an active process of building their own understanding and knowledge.

Kansas School Library Media Specialists:

1) Are licensed professional with advanced education degrees as teachers and librarians.

2) Apply the principles of library and information studies to create effective, integrated library media programs.

3) Integrate information literacy through collaboration, planning, implementation, and assessment of learning.

4) Apply knowledge of learning styles and of human growth and development.  

5) Provide equitable access to and effective use of technologies and innovations.


6) Plan, develop, implement, manages, and evaluate the library media program.

7) Uphold professional ethics and promote equity and diversity.

8) Recognize the role of the library media program within the school community.

30 Years of Qualitative Research Can’t be Wrong!1
· A well staffed, well stocked, connected school library media center with an integrated curriculum is likely to raise reading achievement scores by 10-20%.

· In the research, schools with high-quality library media centers scored higher than schools with poor libraries.

· High scoring schools have library media programs that have larger staff, better budgets, more information technology, leaders at the helm, collaboration with teachers creating quality learning experiences, and integrated information literacy curriculum.

· The relationship between high quality libraries and achievement cannot be explained away by at-risk factors.

1For citations and further information, see LRS School Library Impact Studies  (www.lrs.org/html/about/school_studies.html). 

"School library media programs are an important asset in the education of the youth of the State."

Kathleen Sebelius, Governor of Kansas

Proclamation, School Library Media Month, April 2004






