BOOK REVIEW

Leverage Your Library Program to Raise Test Scores:  a guide for library media specialists, principals, teachers, and parents. Audrey P. Church.  Worthington, OH : Linworth Press, 2003.

Schools having good library programs and full time librarians are linked to increased academic achievement according to research studies cited by the author who is a former school librarian now teaching at the college level. 

This purpose of this book is to educate administrators, teachers and parents about the importance of the school library to the instructional program of the school and the vital role that the school library media specialist plays.  Another aim is to raise the expectations educators have of their school libraries.

Although not written for library media specialists per se, they will gain much insight about what library programs should be all about and how a successful program can help raise test scores in their schools.

There are separate chapters for administrators, teachers, and parents which are intended to be read as standalone chapters by each.  It is not necessary to read the entire book to gain insight into the importance of library programs in schools.  The main points are addressed in each chapter and include having an adequate collection, staff, and funding; collaboration with teachers; knowledge of the school’s curriculum; and assisting teachers and students in learning information technology and literacy skills.

The first chapter summarizes many research studies which indicate that in those schools having full time certified library media specialists the test scores have risen.  Those looking for research in this area will find this chapter of great interest.

Appendices include summaries of the research studies, planning and evaluation forms, sample pathfinders, sample brochures, and resources for further reading.

This is a short, concise book that is an excellent source of information about building and maintaining successful library programs in schools.
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